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REVIEWS AND NOTES. 

MORTALITY STATISTICS OF THE REGISTRATION AREA OP 
THE UNITED STATES, 1910. 

It is a pleasure to be able to record the fact that at least two important 
innovations will be made in the Mortality Statistics of the Bureau of the 
Census, beginning with the report for 1910. First, mortality by days 
of age will be tabulated for the first three weeks of life and by months 
for the first two years of life. Second, detail information, including 
principal causes of death with distinction of age and sex, will be given 
for the more important elements of the foreign-born population — Irish, 
German, Italian, etc. 

These improvements in the annual mortality reports will undoubtedly 
result in a most valuable addition to our knowledge of infant mortality 
and the comparative vitality of the foreign-born. In no country is it 
more important and desirable that information of this kind be as full 
and reliable as possible than in the United States, and, on the other hand, 
in no other great civilized country have the opportunities for the collec- 
tion of the facts been more completely neglected than in this country. 

The new information which will be available with the publication of. 
the Census Mortality Statistics of 1910 should prove of great interest 
and importance, for then, it is safe to say, no other country in the world 
will have so large a body of facts on the problems involved, and available 
in so convenient a form. The comparative mortality of the various 
nativity elements, particularly, will be unique, for nothing quite like it 
will be available elsewhere to students of ethnography. As an illustra- 
tion of the great need of such data in this country, it may be stated that 
they would have proven of immense benefit to the Immigration Commission 
in its recent extensive investigation; for, in spite of the great importance 
of the subject of comparative mortality of the foreign-born elements, 
almost no reliable information was ready at hand and whatever data 
were secured had to be compiled from original sources at considerable 
expense, F. S. Cetjm. 

A CENTURY OF POPULATION GROWTH IN THE UNITED 
STATES. 1790-1900. 

Nations, like individuals, private or corporate undertakings and other 
institutions should occasionally take an inventory of their stock or re- 
sources, so that they may measure their status against the past and be 
better able to forecast the future. Progress and decline are relative 
and involve the time or historical element, and historical reviews or sur- 
veys are of great value from this viewpoint. They are also of impor- 



